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Yeah, that's always been my view as well. It's less about direct impact and more about changing attitudes.
To be fair, the C&R mentality has percolated even to much of the bait crowd. There still is a meat hunter crowd
out there, and that's even ok, I don't dislike them, but I'd like to see their following shrink. But even on opening
day I see far more fish released than stringered, and I do believe the majority of fishermen release most of their
catch regardless of tackle choices.
A trout is too valuable to catch only once. I do believe that sportsmen in general appreciate that and are in the
process of adopting it as a philosophy.
There is still, though, an amazing ignorance of wild trout. Avid fishermen don't know that wild trout exist in
numbers in their own backyards. And yeah, we taught them this by pushing stocked trout for so many years.
It's one thing that for instance, the WBTE streams serve to do, IMO. I fish several of those streams and I don't
really think the program made those waters any better, in fact, it made several of them worse. But it begins to
highlight to the public that these things exist. These streams definitely saw an increase in angler usage. And
those are often anglers that didn't know these opportunities existed. It's still not their focus, but they try it out at
some point. And that's how it starts. After a while they try another one that's not on the list, and there are
indeed lots of streams that fit that kind of a description without the posters up.

