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I'm certainly concerned about the bromides, but that was a known danger. There was some talk about it a while
back, as levels in the lower Allegheny exceeded federal guidelines at times. No one waste plant was putting too
much in, but they're release schedules were staggered and uncoordinated. If too many happened to release at
the same time, then the levels spiked to unacceptable levels. As this article states, when the bromine interacts
with chlorine that we put in drinking water, bad things can happen.
I think, on the Allegheny, they set up a testing procedure and coordinated releases. Don't know if the same is
true of other large rivers or not. And I highly doubt it's true of smaller waterways. So that is a major concern,
IMO. Demands more monitoring than we have. And I might say a very appropriate use of the "impact fee"!
For the radium. Well, we knew it was there. It's always there. You're standing on some radium right now.
There's been some in every sip of water you've ever drank. It's a natural substance in the ground. Houses built
on particularly rich (still natural) deposits have to have radon remediation.
The question is one of degree, and how much it accumulates rather than washing through. 200 times higher
than background doesn't tell you much, as background might be 100,000 times smaller than the danger level.
What is the actual concentration? How does that compare to federal standards? And if you let out a little at a
time, does it flow down with the water and out to sea, or does it accumulate on the stream bed in an additive
fashion so that concentrations continuously increase?
It's a potential serious concern. But I'm gonna stop short of outrage until questions like that are answered.
Coal, by the way, is one of the worst industries regarding radium. Fly ash is particularly nasty. Coal plants put
out many thousands of times more radiation than do nuclear plants!

