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It really depends on the thermometer itself and also the reading of the thermometer when it's put into the water.

Try this:  Put the thermometer in the water for 30 seconds and take a reading.  Do the same thing for a minute
and see if the reading is different.  Try longer.  You can get an idea how long it takes for your thermometer to
give you the correct reading.

Also, I attach a lanyard to the thermometer and let it hang down into the water.  The lanyard prevents loss and
you can tie on a fly or do other things while the thermometer is submerged.
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