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Did the fly break off or did the knot come undone?  If it's the latter, you need to tie better knots but if it's the
former, join the club and I've been fly fishing for over 20 years.  Big fish break 5X tippet.  Now I obviously wasn't
there but if you pointed the rod at the fish and didn't use the rod as a shock absorber only you know that.  Just
because you lose fish (big or small) doesn't mean you are back to beginner status.  Hell a true beginner
probably wouldn't have gotten the fish to even hit the fly!
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