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OP: "when I look at the really expensive ones in the shop I can't seem to feel any difference."

fwiw, the guesses I make in a shop or in the yard about how a rod will fish on a stream haven't been that good.

No fish to spook with a heavier line in the yard.  And the 15-35 ft range where I catch small stream trout looks
like nothing in a yard. Mostly sidearm casting out there, etc.
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