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I just got back from a perplexing 3 day hiking/fishing trip in Shenandoah National Park.  Between me and two
friends we caught a total of 0 fish on 4 different streams.  We didn't even see or spook a single fish.

There was a lot snow melt the entire time, which lead me to believe the reason for our lack of success was
water temperature, but after reading this post, it sounds like you had similiar conditions and still caught fish. I did
take a thermometer and one stream read 44-45 in a shallow, near shore area.  45 seems warm enough for
some fish activity. I saw a handful of quill gordons hatching.

Was the water stratified, making the deeper spots too cold (i know like air, warm water rises)? Do the fish
migrate to areas further downstream (we were fishing close to headwaters)?

I don't fish for native brookies often. Any explanation or any tips for fishing these streams early in the year would
be appreciated.  It was a humbling experience...at least the hiking was nice.
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