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Find someone who builds and let then show you ; or build it for you.
Get a 6'6"  2 or 3 wt. and they have rod building kits for like $70.

Who cares what it looks like and if everything is perfect because it's going to get dropped, thrown and dinged.
And if it's not, you're not aggressive enough while small stream fishing.

Same thing for the reel: cheacp and light...which is a hard combo to find. I know the cheap SA that they used to
sell at walmart ($30) balances my 2 wt.
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