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I'm going to venture a guess here and say that the rod you are using that reel on has an up locking reel seat
that threads pretty far up until it locks your reel in place.
There is a reason why older rods had down locking reel seats and it had nothing to do with casting ability. Cork
was cheaper and good cork was easier to find. It was much easier to build a nice grip.
Nowadays rod manufacturers try to save some money by using uplockers and saving the cost of having to have
a longer grip.
If they really scrimp they use a reel seat that is ill fitted to the rod and way too much rod end extends past the
point where the reel locks in. I'm betting this is why your line wraps around the rod butt while casting?
I have two 4 weight rods. One is a brand "X" and the other is a brand "Y". I use the same reel on both rods.
On the brand "X" the when the reel is locked in there is about 3/4" of rod butt exposed. On the brand "Y" rod
there is 1 1/2" of rod butt exposed when the reel is secured.
Guess which rod gets tangled the most?
Regards,
Tim Murphy

[/quote]

I agree with Tim on a preference for downlocking reel seats, but I believe the reason for most rods have
uplocking reel seats is not to save on cork. IMO, the reason is because rods are so much lighter now, and
locking the reel in at the butt would put many rods out of balance with most reels. Besides, you can buy a single
ring of premium cork for $2.00-$2.50 retail. The rod companies would buy it for less than $1.00 I would guess.
On a $300 plus rod it would be inconsequential.
I’m real fussy with the balance point of the rod. I like it to balance towards the top of the grip about where my
index finger would be when I grip the rod. I’ve handled a lot of other peoples rods and most don’t seem
concerned with balance. IMO, a balanced rod gives you a chance for a better cast, and is less tiring. I would be
interested in other opinions.
As far as the line wrapping around the butt when you shoot line, it happens when you allow your shooting line to
hang in the current when the current is flowing from left to right. I try to make an effort to hold my shooting line
in coils in my left hand. It shoots better and doesn’t tangle as easily. Good luck

