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Ry,
Probably more dumb luck (with more emphasis on "dumb" than "luck").   

Certainly a fattie.  I don't worry much with weight and don't usually have a scale.  This guy (probably an old
female in reality) was indeed very thick and heavy.  I'd guess he's in the upper four lb range - maybe a tick over
five.  Whatever the case, river bass are often very heavy in the late fall, pre-spawn months.  They seem to slim
a bit by late summer but this is a very broad observation.
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