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The river put on a face only a mother could live this weekend. We were on the river Thursday through
Saturday, and the river conditions were, to say the least, challenging.
On Thursday the river was too muddy for effective fishing below C-fluence, so we did a couple of floats from the
dam to Ramcatt. The clean water before the rivers mixed fished well below town, but the fishing from the dam
to town was anything but good.
We decided to float the whole stretch on Friday despite the high water and the still colored up river, and by the
end of the day we were glad we had. For the first time that I've seen, the river actually fished well on the fall.
There was so much water that the only place a trout could eat in comfort was the bank, and as the river cleared
in the afternoon, the trout were taking advantage of the variety of bugs being forced to the banks by the high
flows. A nice variety of cahills, isos, and bwos had the fish looking up, and the off-color water had those browns
that normally don't show in the daylight on the feed.
On Saturday the river fished well in the morning, with fish eating tan caddis (16-18) and crane flies (16). By the
time we broke for lunch the sun was high and the bite was off. Once some shade returned to the banks the fish
began to eat again, but the we had little chance to see how things developed as the weather moved in and
chased us off the water.
The flows were dropped to 800 cfs from the dam today and the river was at 2.8 in Confluence that last time I
checked so the fishing should be hot for the next few days, especially with the predicted cloud cover. Although
there is rain in the forecast, it doesn't look like anything that is going to bring the river up to any degree,
so--though I hesitate to say it--it seems we may have a solid week of fishing ahead.
That's the report. There are bugs on the water, the fish are looking up, and the river is shaping up just fine. Get
out there and have at 'em.
Until next time,
LHGS
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